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Manuscript ID: EJABF-2007-1781 (R1)

Manuscript Title: Epidermal mucus as a potential biological matrix for fish health analysis

Authors: Heri Budi SANTOSO, Eko Suhartono, Rizmi Yunita, Danang Biyatmoko

Dear Mr. Heri BUDI SANTOSO

Evaluation process of the above mentioned manuscript has been reviewed. The comments of the reviewer(s) are included
at the bottom of this letter.

The reviewer(s) have recommended publication, but also suggest some minor revisions to your manuscript. Therefore, I
invite you to respond to the reviewer(s) comments and revise your manuscript within the period of defined time.

To revise your manuscript, log into https://ejabf.journals.ekb.eg/ and enter your Author Center, where you will find your
manuscript title listed under "MANUSCRIPTS WITH DECISIONS." Under "Actions," click on "CREATE A REVISION." Your
manuscript number has been appended to denote a revision.

Once the revised manuscript is prepared, you can upload it and submit it through your Author Center.

While submitting your revised manuscript, you will be able to respond to the comments made by the reviewer(s) in the
space provided. You can use this space to document any changes you make to the original manuscript. To expedite the
processing of the revised manuscript, please be as specific as possible in your response to the reviewer(s).

IMPORTANT: Your original files are available to you when you upload your revised manuscript. Please delete any
redundant files before completing the submission.

Because we are trying to facilitate timely publication of manuscripts submitted to journal, your revised manuscript should
be uploaded as soon as possible. If it is not possible for you to submit your revision in a reasonable amount of time, we
may have to consider your paper as a new submission.

Once again, thank you for submitting your manuscript to this journal and I look forward to receiving your revision.

Truly yours,

Editorial Office of Egyptian Journal of Aquatic Biology and Fisheries

Reviewer(s) Comments to Author:
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Dear Author, 

Please use the attached format template of the Journal (that present in Guide for Authors section) after correction
your manuscript and stick to all instructions to save the time of publishing, and send it to mtkhalil52@hotmail.com 

Regards, 

EJABF

Reviewers Recommendation:
Reviewer 1:
Reviewer Comment For Author:

This is well written manuscript regarding the potency of epidermal mucus as a biological matrix for fish health
evaluation. However, the following issues should be considered for publication in EJABF. 

ABSTRACT 
In line 9, it is mentioned that “Cortisol, glucose, ... as stress biomarkers. It seems that this sentence is missing a
verb. Please consider adding it. 
In the keywords of the abstract, please consider replacing the correct spelling of “sress”. 

REVIEW 
In the part of the review, it is mentioned that “Teleost fish ... (Stephard, 1993)”. It seems that this sentence is also
missing a verb. Please consider adding it. 
In the further sentence, it is mentioned that “Consequently, ... thinner (Dang et al., 2019). It appears that this
sentence includes an incomplete comparison. Consider rewriting to be “... and the thickness of the epithelium
layer (Dang et al., 2019)”.  
“These proteins are detected ... Dang et al., 2019)”. It appears that this sentence is missing a comma before the
coordinating conjunction so in a compound sentence. Consider adding a comma in this sentence and also for a
similar case in the other sentences. 
Proteases eliminate ... (Abolfathi et al.. 2020). It appears that this sentence has double period in the part of cited
reference. Please consider adding a comma as punctuation. 
Antimicrobial peptides ... (Reverter et al., 2018). It seems that this sentence is also missing a verb. Please
consider to add it. 
Besides cortisol, immunoglobulin ... epidermal mucus. Please remove “of” here. It seems that usage of this
proposition is inappropriate here. 
In page 10, it is mentioned that “Mucosal immunity in the epidermal mucus of fish depends on ecological and
physiological conditions such as seasonal cycles and developmental stages”. Please add more explanation
concerning this sentence to make more comprehensive information.  
The author encouraged future studies using the proteomics approach. Please describe more detail what a gap
which has been not touched yet in the previous studies and become a challenge for future studies. 

REFERENCES 
In the List of Reference, please check more that the reference is written by following the guidance from EJABF.  

For example, “Bulloch, P.; Schur, S.; ...”. Please remove “et al.” here. Please consider for the same cases such
as “Fæste, C. K.; Tartor, H.; ...” and in the other citations. 

Please change the symbol “&” to be “and” to separate the name of authors in the list of references. 

Please follow the guidance to write the name of the journal in abbreviation and the punctuation for volume and
pages. 
Please check the guidance on how to cite in the text and in the list for citation “Dzul Caamal (2016a, 2016b).
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