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Abstract 

Exposure is one of the obvious obstacles in the process of teaching and 
learning English. To figure out one prospective exposure in students’ 
daily life, this study investigates the effect of newspapers as a medium in 
enhancing students’ English achievement, especially writing skill. The 
objective of this study is to find out whether students assigned to read 
English newspapers write better than those who are not. The subjects of 
the study were 85 English department students who were randomly 
assigned to an experimental group and a control group. A quasi-
experimental design was employed in this study. For six executive weeks, 
before the students were asked to write, the students in the experimental 
group were assigned to read English newspapers, whereas then students 
in the control group were not.  By using Mann-Whitney and one-way 
ANOVA tests, the results of this study show insignificant results (0, 273; 
0,194; and 0,179). As the high proficient students also could not take the 
newspapers for their learning benefits, affective and intrinsic factors such 
as awareness and willingness had to be considered.  
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INTRODUCTION 
Lecturers spend their time, thoughts, and energy for their classroom. They 
use various media and teaching strategies in teaching English especially 
where English is a foreign language. Among many available media and 
teaching strategies, some of them have been studied for instance 
collaborative writing (Siahaan, 2014), short writing (Kurniawan, 2015), peer 
and self-directed feedback (Amelia, 2016), and mobile assisted language 
learning (Hadi & Anggaira, 2017).  

In reality, the results are still students produce mediocre work despite 
the good implications from the previous studies that have been mentioned. 
Simple problems such as unfinished sentence or simple, compound, 

http://dx.doi.org/10.33369/joall.v6.i1.13305

